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^roceeoings of tfie Hogal ©eograp^fcal Sbocfetg of ^oitiron. 

SESSION 1850-51. 



First Ordinary Meeting, November 11, 1850. 

The President, Capt. W. H. Smyth, R.N., in the Chair. 

Joseph Bainbridge, Esq., was elected a Fellow. 

The President informed the Meeting that their late Fellow, Robert 
Shedden, Esq., the proprietor of the ' Nancy Dawson ' yacht, had 
bequeathed the whole of his valuable nautical and mathematical instru- 
ments to the Society. 

The President announced that the First Part of the Twentieth 
Volume had been published during the Recess, by the Secretary, and 
would, as usual, be presented, upon application, free, to the Fellows. 

A letter was read from Colonel Fremont, returning thanks for the 
"Victoria Gold Medal. 

A letter was read from Mr. Frank Galton, who was about to pene- 
trate, with his party, to the South African Lake, via Walwish Bay. 

The Papers read were — 

1. A Summary of Recent Arctic Operations, by Mr. A. Cartwright. 

2. Voyage of the ' Prince Albert ' to the Arctic Seas, by Com- 
mander Forsyth, R.N. 

3. Considerations on the Isthmus of Central America, by Captain 
Fitz-Roy, R.N. (first portion). 

Second Ordinary Meeting, November 25, 1850. 

The President, Capt. W. H. Smyth, in the Chair. 

Admiral Lord Hadstock ; E. B. Lawrence, Esq. ; Capt. C. T. 
Wilson, of the Guards; Commander Ch. C. Forsyth, JR.N. ; George 
C. Cuningham, Esq. ; Robert N. Fowler ; Capt. J. W. Espinasse, 
of H.M. 12th Reg.; James Bell, Esq.; The Right Hon. Andrew 
Rutherford, M.P., Lord- Advocate of Scotland; Capt. Fred. E. 
Forbes, R.N. ; and James Imray, Esq., were elected Fellows. 

The Paper read was — 

Considerations on the Isthmus of Central America, by Capt. Fitz-Roy, 
R.N. (second portion). 

Third Ordinary Meeting, December 9, 1850. 

Admiral Sir Charles Malcolm, Vice-President, in the Chair. 
H.R.H. Carl Ludwig Eugene, Crown Prince of Norway and 
Sweden; His Excellency the Chevalier Bunsen, Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary and Envoy Extraordinary of H.M. the King of Prussia; 
and His Excellency the Hon. Abbott Lawrence, Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary from the United States of America, were elected Fellows. 
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The Paper read was — 

Considerations on the Isthmus of Central America, by Capt. Fitz-Roy, 
R.N., upon which an animated discussion followed, in which the 
Author, Colonel Lloyd, Mr. Evan Hopkins, Mr. Macqueen, Dr. 
Cullen, Mr. Tyler, Mr. Trelawney Saunders, Capt. Moorsom, C.E., 
and Mr. O'Gorman took part. 

Fourth Ordinary Meeting, January 13, 1851. 

The President, Capt. W. H. Smyth, R.N., in the Chair. 

Capt. Ed. A. Inglefield, R.N., and George Murray, Esq., were 
elected Fellows. 

The Papers read were — 

1. Progress of the Mission to Central Africa, consisting of Messrs. 
Richardson, Barth, and Overweg, by Augustus Petermann, Esq. 

2. On the Climatology of the Region between the Caspian and the 
Black Seas, by Professor H. Abich. 

Fifth Ordinary Meeting, January 27, 1851. 

The President, Capt. W. H. Smyth, R.N., in the Chair. 

Capt. the Hon. Henry A. Murray, R.N.; Wm. Evelyn, Esq., 
M.P. ; Capt. the Hon. W. F. Scarlett, of the Guards ; John Dover, 
Esq. ; and Rear-Admiral David Price, were elected Fellows. 

The Papers read were — 

1. Memoranda relating to Hong Kong, by W. Scott, Esq. 

2. Survey of the Louisiade Archipelago and the S.E. Coast of New 
Guinea, by the late Capt. Owen Stanley, R.N., with Notes on the 
Natural History of the same, by Mr. Mac Gillivray, the naturalist to 
the expedition. 

Sixth Ordinary Meeting, February 10, 1851. 

The President, Capt. W. H. Smyth, R.N., in the Chair. 
John A. Warre, Esq., F.R.S., was elected a Fellow. 
The Papers read were — 

1. Ascent of Popocatepetl in Mexico, by Ed. Thornton, Esq., of the 
Foreign Office. 

2. Comparison between Newman's Standard and the Aneroid Baro- 
meters, by Col. Ph. Yorke, F.R.S. 

3. Note on the Ascent of the Nile, by the Rev. Dr. Knoblicher ; 
communicated by the Secretary. 

4. Account of a large Lake in South Africa, to the north of Lake 
Ngami, by the Rev. D. Livingston. 

Seventh Ordinary Meeting, February 24, 1851. 

Admiral Sir Charles Malcolm, Vice-President, in the Chair. 

Francis D. P. Astley, J. Bartlett Hyde, and John Jennings, 
Esqs., were elected Fellows. 
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The Papers read were — 

1. Survey of the Southern portion of the Middle Island of New 
Zealand, by Capt. J. Lort Stokes, R.N. 

2. On the Adaptation of the Aneroid Barometer to Surveying pur- 
poses in India, by Dr. G-. Buist, LL.D. 

Eighth Ordinary Meeting, March 10, 1851. 

The President, Capt. W. H. Smyth, R.N., in the Chair. 
Lieut. Francis Du Cane, R.E. ; Lord Moreton ; Ch. H. Brace- 
bridge, Esq. ; and Lieut.- Col. Niel Campbell, were elected Fellows. 

The Papers read were — 

1. Proceedings in the South Sea Islands, by Capt. J. E. Erskine, 
E.N. 

2. Account of the Island of Ruatan, by Commander R. C. Mitchell, 
R.N. 

Among the subjects exhibited were a Model of the Bernese Alps ; 
an Atlas of Moravia, Silesia, Styria, and Illyria; a new Map of 
Borneo, by Mr. Petermann ; and of the Isthmus of Central America, 
by Mr. Arrowsniith. 

Ninth Ordinary Meeting, March 24, 1851. 

The President, Capt. W. H. Smyth, R.N., in the Chair. 
Lieut.- Col. W. H. Sykes, F.R.S., and John MacGillivray, Esq., 
Naturalist to the surveying ship ' Rattlesnake,' were elected Fellows. 

The Papers read were — 

1. On the Mountain of Colesberg, in South Africa, by Dr. Orpen. 

2. Letter from Dr. Barth to Dr. Beke on the Mission to Central 
Africa. 

3. Observations on the Geography of Southern Peru, by William 
Bollaert, Esq- (first portion). 

The President announced that the remaining Meetings of the Society 
during the Session would, by the kind permission of the authorities, 
be held in the large apartments of King's College, Somerset House. • 

Tenth Ordinary Meeting, April 14, 1851. 

The President, Capt. W. H. Smyth, R.N., in the Chair. 

Lord Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.; Frederick Mocatta, Esq.; 
Edward Wetter, Esq. ; and the Chevalier Jacob Swart, of Amsterdam, 
were elected Fellows. 

The President announced that the Second Part of Vol. XX. was 
published by the Secretary, and would, as usual, be, upon application, 
delivered free to the Fellows. 

The Paper read was — 

On the Identification of the Biblical Cities of Assyria and on the 
Lower Tigris, by Lieut.-Col. Rawlinson, C.B. 

The thanks of the Society were unanimously voted to the authorities 
of King's College for their kindness in granting the use of their 
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spacious apartments during the remaining evening Meetings of the 
present Session. 

Eleventh Ordinary Meeting, April 28, 1851. 

The President, Capt. W. H. Smyth, R.N., in the Chair. 
Charles Evans, Esq., of Rugby, was elected a Fellow. 
The Paper read was — 

On the Geography of Southern Peru, by Wm. Bollaert, Esq. 
(second portion). 

General Walbridge and J. W. Wright, Esq., of California, exhibited 
numerous beautiful specimens of the rich ores of that country. 

Twelfth Ordinary Meeting, May 12, 1851. 

The President, Capt. W. H. Smyth, R.N., in the Chair. 
The Paper read was — 

On the Physical Geography of the Provinces of Kumaon and 
Garhwal, by Capt. R. Strachey. 

Thanks were voted, as usual, to the author of the paper, and at the 
same time to Mr. Arrowsmith for his beautiful diagram in illustration 
of it. 



ANNIVERSARY MEETING, 1 p.m., May 26, 1851. 
{Held at King's College, Somerset House.) 

The President, Capt. W. H. Smyth, R.N., in the Chair. 

The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read and confirmed, 
Aug. Petermann and Jno. Brown, Esqs., were appointed Scrutineers 
for the Ballot. The Report of the Council, together with the Balance- 
sheet for 1850, and the Estimates for 1851, was read and adopted. 
The President then reported the grounds on which the Council had 
awarded the Royal Premium, " for the Encouragement of Geographical 
Science and Discovery," to Dr. George Wallin of Finland, and Mr. 
Thomas Brunner of New Zealand (see p. liii., liv.). The Anniversary 
Address was next read, when a vote of thanks was unanimously passed, 
with a request that the President do allow the Address to be printed. 

At the conclusion of the Ballot the Scrutineers reported to the Pre- 
sident that the changes recommended by the Council had been adopted, 
and that the following had been duly elected : — 

President. — Sir Roderick Impey Murchison, G.C.St.S., F.R.S., 
&c, Corr. Inst. Fr. 

Vice-Presidents.— Capt. W. H. Smyth, R.N.,K.S.F., D.C.L. ; Sir 
Woodbine Parish, K.C.H., F.R.S. ; Sir George Back, R.N., 
F.R.S ; Admiral Sir C. Malcolm, Hon. President of the Bombay 
Geographical Society, M.RA.S., &c. 

Treasurer and ex-officio Trustee. — Robert Biddulph, Esq. 
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Trustees.— Sir Geo. T. Staunton, Bart., M.P., F.R.S. ; W. E. 
Hamilton, Esq., F.R.S. 

Honorary Secretaries. — Colonel Philip Yokke, F.E.S., &c. ; 
Thomas Hodgkin, Esq., M.D., &c. 

Council. — John Arrowsmith, Esq., F.R.A.S. ; Admiral Sir F, 
Beaufort, K.C.B., F.R.S. ; Right Hon. Lord Colchester, R.N. 
Sir H. T. De la Beche, F.R.S. ; Lord De Mauley, F.R.S. ; Sir C 
Fellows, M.R.I. ; Capt. Robert FitzRoy, R.N., F.R.S.; G 
Bellas Greenough, Esq., F.R.S. ; W. J. Hamilton, Esq., F.G.S. 
John Hogg, Esq., M.A., F.R.S. ; John Lee, Esq., LL.D., F.R.S. 
Lieut. -Col. J. A. Lloyd, F.R.S. ; Lord Londesborough, F.R.S. 
George Long, Esq., M.A., Professor; James Murray, Esq 
(Foreign Office) ; Duke of Northumberland, R.N., F.R.S. ; 
George O'Gorman, Esq., F.G.S. ; Lieut.-Col. H. C. Rawlinson, 
C.B., D.C.L. ; Lieut. H. Baper, R.N., F.R.A.S. ; Rev. G. C. Re- 
nouard, B.D., F.R.A.S. ; Sir W. C. Trevelyan, Bart. M.A. 

The thanks of the Meeting were next separately voted to the 
Retiring President, Vice-Presidents, Hon. Secretaries, and Members 
of the Council, as well as to the Auditors and Scrutineers. 

The President finally directed the attention of the Society to the 
usual Anniversary Dinner, at which his successor, Sir Roderick Mur- 
chison, would preside ; and the Meeting adjourned at 4 p.m. 

Thirteenth Ordinary Meeting, June 9, 1851. 

The President, Sir Roderick I. Murchison, in the Chair. 

The Papers read were — 

1. On a Canal in Costa Rica, via the Sapoa, to Salinas Bay ; by 
Mr. A. S. Oersted, of Copenhagen. 

2. On the Language spoken in the Cocos Islands, by Dr. R. G. 
Latham. 

3. Note on the Ruins of Cesarea, by the Vice-Consul at Jaffa. 

4. On a more rapid Communication between the Populations of 
Europe and Asia, by Asa Whitney, Esq., of New York. 

The President announced that, in closing the season, he would give 
two Geographical Soirees at his house in Belgrave Square, which he 
hoped to see numerously attended by the Fellows. 



MISCELLANEOUS. 



Twenty-first Meeting of the British Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science, held at Ipswich, July 2 to 10, 1851. Section E, 
Geography and Ethnology. 

President. — Sir Roderick I. Murchison, Pres. R. G. S. 

Vice-Presidents. — Right Rev. the Bishop of Oxford ; Capt. Sir 
James Ross, R.N. ; Capt. Robert Fitz-Roy, R.N. ; Lieut.-Col. 
RawliNson ; and Dr. R. G.- Latham. 

Secretaries. — Dr. Norton Shaw, Sec. R. G. S. ; Rev. J. W. 
Donaldson, D.D. ; R. Cull, Esq., Sec. Ethn. Soc. 
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Committee. — His Excellency the Chevalier Bunsen; Capt. Sir 
J. Alexander, R.E. ; Dr. Charles Beke ; John Craufurd, Esq., 
F.R.S. ; E. Cust, Esq. ; Dr. Th. Hodgkin ; Dr. Hamel, of Russia ; 
The Mayor of Ipswich ; The Rev. C. G. N icolay, M.A. ; Capt. R. 
Strachey ; John Strachey, Esq. ; Col. Reid ; Rev. J. S. Rigaud ; 
Mr. Pierre and Mr. Platon de Tchihatchef ; Asa Whitney, 
Esq., of New York ; Col. Ph. Yorke ; Mr. D'Abbadie ; Capt. 
Locke Lewis ; Major Carmichael Smyth ; Dr. J. Lee, F.R.S. ; 
F. Tdckett, Esq. ; The Earl of Sheffield ; Ch. Wentworth 
Dilke, Esq. ; and J. Winterbottom, Esq. 

The Papers read were — 

1. Ethnological Researches in St. Domingo, by Sir R. Schomburgk. 

2. Notes on the Topography, Meteorology, and Botany of Asia 
Minor, more particularly with reference to Mount Argseus and the 
surrounding Tracts, by M. Pierre de Tchihatchef. 

3. Plan for a more rapid Communication between the Populations 
of Europe and Asia, by Asa Whitney, Esq., of New York. 

4. Characteristics of the Inhabitants of Lower Bengal, by Dr. 
Young. 

5. On Ethnological Classification, by the Rev. J. W. Donaldson, 
D.D. 

6. Summary of Recent Nilotic Discovery, by Dr. Charles Beke. 

7. Notes on the Geography of Borneo, by J. Craufurd, Esq. 

8. Synopsis of Abyssinian Tongues, by Mr. D'Abbadie. 

9. Ascent of Mount Ararat, by Mr. KhanikofF and Col. Khodzko. 

10. On the Origin and Institutions of the Cimri, by Mr. C. B. Beau- 
mont. 

11. On the Ethnology of the Norse and the Saxons, by Mr. Saul. 

12. Physical Geography of the P-rovihces of Kumaon and Garhwal, 
by Capt. R. Strachey. 

13. Recent Earthquake in Chile, by Mr. Budge. 

14. Note on the Geography of the Northern part of Borneo, by Sir 
J. Brooke. 

15. Notes to accompany a Map of Cambodia, by Mr. W. Earl. 

16. Late Surveys of the Middle Island of New Zealand, by Capt. 
J. L. Stokes, R.N. 

17. On the Volcanic Island of Milo, by Lieut. Leycester, R.N. 

18. Remarks on the Locality of the Meteoric Iron of Atacama, by 
Mr. W. Bollaert. 

19. On the Negro Races of tiie Indian Archipelago and the Islands 
of the Pacific, by John Crauford, Esq. 

20. On the Ethnological Position of the Braliuis, and on the 
Languages of the Paropamisus, by Dr. R. G. Latham. 

1. Notes on the Australians, by Mr. Townsend. 



The next Meeting of the British Association will be held at Belfast. 



